Railways

The railway came to Invergordon in 1863.
During the war many sidings and extra lines
were built to serve the repair base, including
tracks onto the piers (see map overleaf), to
move personnel, stores and to provide access to
heavy engineering workshops. The line was at
capacity, with trains supplying parts,
ambulance and leave transports, as well as
normal services. Civilians needed passes to
travel by train or road.

Stores and Offices

Numerous buildings
were taken over by
the Navy to become
stores for engineering
parts, foodstuffs etc.
The building next to The Ship Inn @ was a
store for foodstuffs. The present Travis Perkins
building € and Oakes Villa Stores @ also
survive, and were ideally placed as they both
had their own railway sidings. Some buildings
became naval offices, such as those at the
corner of the High Street and King Street which
became the Superintending Chief Engineers
offices @ and drawing office (®.

Introduction

Invergordon,
with its deep
harbour, was of
vital importance in World War | as a large fuel
depot and repair base for the British Fleet. The
once quiet town was changed almost overnight
by the influx of thousands of Naval and Army
personnel, with over 250 Metropolitan police
keeping order in the dockyard. Late in the war
Americans arrived, stationed at Dalmore near
Alness to assemble mines which were loaded
at Invergordon. Russian troops and migrants
also passed through the port.

A large number of town centre buildings were
taken over or built by the Navy as engineering
works, stores and offices. The dockyard alone
employed over 4,000 personnel, including
women. Two floating docks were installed at
the end of the West Pier. Land was reclaimed
from the shoreline (roughly the present road) to
its present area, requiring tons of soil brought
in on a specially constructed railway line.

Large camps were needed to house the
dockyard workers and the army. Two new
hospitals were built, and the Masonic Lodge
taken over as a third. For entertainment there
were new cinemas, theatres, dance halls,
bowling, cricket, football and tennis clubs, and
a church recreational hall.

After the war many buildings were destroyed
or sold off, but by exploring the sites on the
leaflet you will come across remnants of this
important era.

Housing

As the population swelled from around 1100
to around 20,000, housing was a major issue.
Some hotels
such as the
Commercial
Hotel @ and
the Royal Hotel
(burnt down in
1973) were
taken over for
accommodation
and canteens — and to control alcohol sales. A
number of wooden barracks were built for the
2,000 army personnel @. Dockyard workers
were housed on three ships at the west pier ),
and then in 22 timber hutments €. In
addition, 126 houses € were built for married
dockyard workers, and six large houses for
officers €9). The ships were taken away and the
hutments were
sold after the war,
but the cottages
and officer’s
housing are still
used today.

“’ Invergrdon Archive - from photo in Invergordon Museum

This leaflet was researched and produced by a
local group led by Susan Kruse of ARCH,
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund First
World War Then and Now programme.
Participants would like to thank Invergordon
Museum, Invergordon Archive, Alan Kinghorn
and Rona Thomson for use of their photos.
Thanks also to Allan Kilpatrick of the RCHAMS
for advice during the project.

Invergordon Archive

Further information about the sites described in this
leaflet as well as others can be found at Invergordon
Museum and Invergordon Archive
(www.theinvergordonarchive.org.uk). Binders created
by the group have been deposited at Invergordon
Museum and Invergordon Library. Information about
individual sites has also been submitted to the
Highland HER (her.highland.gov.uk) and Canmore
(canmore.org.uk) heritage databases. See also the
booklet produced in 1994 by Park School on
Invergordon: the Great War 1914-1918.

All photos are from Invergordon Museum unless

herifage Design by lain Sarjeant,

lottery fund T: 01997 420012

credited otherwise.
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Archaeology for Communities

Oil tanks

The oil tanks
dominate the
landscape at
Invergordon €B).

Storage tanks

were constructed to hold the large quantities
needed by the naval ships, 10 before World
War | and then a further 31 during the war.

They had camouflage paint. All but one
survive.

Natal Garden

The Natal Garden € commemorates the
sinking of HMS Natal in December 1915 just
off Invergordon, with the loss of over 400
military and civilian lives. The explosion,
probably due to faulty cordite, happened
during a party. Visit the display at Invergordon
Museum to find out more. War memorials are
at the end of the High Street €@ and in St
Ninian’s Church 9.

Other World War I sites to visit in the area:

Rosskeen cemetery is to the west of the town,
and has a number of war graves.

Well preserved World War | and World War Il
defences are on both the North and South
Souters.

Mines were assembled at Dalmore- after all
the whisky had been moved.

World War | training trenches survive still at
Rhicullen and Broomhill to the north of
Invergordon.

i v
ARCH b/ o)

LOTTERY FUNDED

in the Highlands

Invergordon
WORLD WAR I TRAIL

LOTTERY FUNDED T =



"}a| 91 Aem|iel P|O JO UOI}IIS B PUB “I00|} 9}310U0D 3Y) ‘||EM SUO JO SUOEpPUNO} AU

"doys Sumiy ayy Jo Jouul ayy smoys ainyoid oy 19915 Y3IH 2y} Wol) SS900' PajoLsal sajed pue ‘aloys oy} 0} Sulpualxe
‘193u0] A|[eui8Lio aiam s3ulp|ing ISOW "dAIAINS Ayiws e pue doys aulyoew ayj jo sued AjuQ “sduipjing ay} ojur 3uiod
saul] Aemjies yum Auew ‘sdoysyiom Jajjews pue (j|iw auoq pjo ay}

910y © []11S S 4DIYM ‘YOMA
sy ul pajepowiwiodoe  PIYSHOWIP
91oM BWOG "sivauiSus usne  MOU ‘@ [adeyD drjoyie) uewoy
‘sioyiom piekypop ‘siopjing & PUE '$91meay [eut8Lio awos Suisn
:usw Aq uaeuapun Ajfensn NG 3INGa mou @ younyd edoosidy
yiomIno Aued oy | epy  SUBIUINGS :Ajeaiwpy ay) Aq tem
plHop Surinp uopioSianuj oy O 3uLINp 1jing B19M SBY2INYD MU OML

auwed USWOAA @ VOMA 2yl
AJoWIO} Sem uu| sJoxoNn|

AIYDIY UOPIOSIdAU]

usajued pue woou
%COZNW.—UW.— |eaenN

Yo

\ \

SAIYDIY UOPIOSIIAU]

et S e

ajewsy oy} ajou
192.41§ ssof ye Juswdinba
puUE jje)s awiem ay)
smoys a1npdid siy) @ o5eses
B MOU 931G SSO[ UO SUO I3[[ews
® pue ‘yainyd ay) Jeau @@ auo Jasie|

sa8e)oo paeiyoop
9zl ayropse ‘@
SAIAINS [[1}S SASNOY

,S19D14J0 XIS Y|

JeM

8u09 [] 9y} ‘9AIAINS suolels uonesauasd jomod om| P SERPSHEIOWSP sem il ‘@) PlRY
= bumnns I | - , R , 3uike|d jooyos ayj Jo Jaulod € Ul
M “G00T Ul }Inga! S24NPNAS TMM UIe mJ }Ing sem YOWWA uedlisly UspoOOoM Y/
3 AJuo sem pue 2u0D Aemier ---- | 5 § : 3 3 dnd

S wirison e S | P ey Aemjiey — | 2 ||lemsul 0) 08 0} pey sjidn
S [eyidsoy Ayunod ok Alepuodas pue ‘|ooyds ay} pardnodo
: B awWedaq I JojeT 'spaq 0S¢ m . 8161 PUe 16| Usamlaq [puuosiad
2lepowiwiodde pjnod J| “lem ay} M Awe snoLieA rem ayj alojaq sjidnd

(%)

J1aye pajedwod ‘@ |endsoy
[eABU PUOD3S DY) SI SIY|

Atepuooas pue Arewnd yjoq pasnoy
© 100yds Arewitid Sied Jus.1nd Y|

TIVIL 1 IVM dTIOM GO@HOWHm\wﬁH

sa[Iwg Q 10 €0

"JUOJJ BY} Ul PIXO0|q SOOURIIUD YIM ‘pala)je

uaaq sey 1| “pleAypoq ayj jo ureyde)

"sqn|d 10} Woo
3uneaw pue eaJe uolealdal
se paAlas pue—ielidsoy e AjjaLiq

9IS
sem os[e @ [[eYy ydinyd Aglesu ay| »

"[9] surel} 3y JJO $a13|BNSED B3E) 0} Paedo|
AJUSIUBAUOD Sem Inq ‘spaq 0§ pIaY Ajuo
19210/ SAIDIY UOPOBISAU] [eydsoy ay] “Buipjing jendsoy urew ay
SWedaq ING Iem ay} a10jaq qn|d) $,19010
[eABN B SB pallels ‘sjej) mou ‘Suipjing
a8.e| ay| @ [endsoy [eaeu Isiy oy st siy|

ral L'0 0

‘s8ulpjinq 19)ua jou op
pue Asadoud dyearid joadsal
asea|d "a4esun e SIay)o

@) ~ > s v e ]
0 M‘/ - 5 V. &= o ous ayy) doys suiyoew ‘saiyyws omy ‘doys §umiy Aipunoy e sem 9y} 10} $221}J0 DW03q 0} Ate}i|IW 3y} afiym “osn ur s a.e sSuipjing
= o= e ﬂn; P a1ay] “uod ay) 1oy sanijioey sredad sy jo 1ed [elA e sem (Z9 ease siy| Aq 19n0 ua e} sem (@3 9snOH wolsn) ay| Auew yey) ojou aseajy
m = =5 P .\M:maom hofmv_uo_o duneoy} O>>w£_ﬂ,> suo ‘P D \_uwm: os[e alom e@_.g 191]1ed OM| ._w“:w:o 9 ‘961 Ul UMOP JUINg }]
W : o , ew s3uijid uspoom sy yum Anal 1som ayy H:M :_:o_ﬂ ua9( mmm 1 'IMM 2404aq 1snl 0y sarep @ 1994 WeANQ 0} 19oNS 9PA|D Woly [ouuosiad Awe
; pr Iqeqoid @ Je1d Ayeaiupy 8y PaYD1RAIs UdW (0§ d¥epOowILIodde 104 [endsoy
_aall S PINOD YoIYM - UOIUAJAP © Se
, ol VOWA 98¢ v 33 enwanAg
1) Wuuwn 19A0 udE) 1N
ov ‘LO61L ulljing
: . B sem @ 23po1
= g JIUOSBIN By |

"SOAIAINS J193UO| OU 00} )1 {,9SNOH

3ng, ay} se umouy| sem ‘199.1S 9pPA|D UO 3I9YMauos
‘asnoy aunoid eluueylig ayl "sQg6 L 94} Ul umop
JuIng 3] |009 189S PINOd (@ BWSUID B|edS B 3YL

"UMO) U] Sewauld
9314} JO AUO ‘Sem }
| JeAA PHOAA Buning
"1/ Ul |[eH

UMO] 3y} Se }[Inq
sem (@ o4uUd) SHY
uopJ03IaAU| Y|

‘1od ayy 1e syuswdojerap mau

Aq paj|ndua Aja31e|dwod mou sty

yoe|g ay1 01 Auay ayy soy @ dijs

A11ay AINJuad Y16 | @Y} SI punotdaio)

ayy u] ‘paseaddesip Appinb pue

P|OS 2Jam SINY 3SaY} JeM B} JOYY
"JUOJ4 UIBISIAN @Y} 0) Juawho|dap

112y} 0} Joud siopue|ysiH
uolawe)) ay} Jo uoljeneq

9AI9SY PIE BY) 10j Jun uiures) e
se pasn sem dwed ay] ‘smoys ojoyd
siy) se @ eate 1ojWwoI) By} Ul SNy
Auew yym ‘dwed agdie| e sem atay]
"PXOO|IDAO UBYO SI UOPIOSIDAU|

ur Awe ayy jo aouasaid ay|

uoswoyy| euoy

N U;OQE/)[ U/V



